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ABSTRACT OP THE TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT.

The year just closed is tlie twenty-sixth of our work as a
Mission in the District of Madura. The occasion calls us to

record the goodness of God to us, to our families, and to our people,

and to review our present position, and the aspects of the field,

in order that we may at once see for ourselves, and may show to

(Air supporters, how much of the work has been finished, and
how much remains to be done.

We cannot be unmindful of the goodness of God in preserving

the lives of all our missionary circle another year. Forty-five in

number at the commencement of the year, including the children,

and exposed to the perils of a tropical climate, we have yet all

been spared to see the end of the year in apparently as good
health as we welcomed the beginning. We include in this

remark Mr. and Mrs. Chandler, and their children, with a
daughter of Mr. Herrick, and a son of Mr. Burnell—in all

eleven persons—who left us in November, and embarked at

Madras for America on the 20th of December, and whom, we
may reasonably hope, our Heavenly Father is carrying safely

on their way.

Mr. and Mrs. Chandler make this visit to America partly on
account of the state of their own health, which needs recruiting

after a residence of nearly fourteen years in this country, and
partly on account of the necessities of their children. We hope

that they may be prospered in the object of their visit, and find

a speedy return.

Within the year we have been permitted to welcome to

our number Mr. and Mrs. Washburn, who arrived at Madras
April 12, and in Madura the 4th of May. They are devoting

their time mainly, of course, to the study of the language, but

meanwhile they have been appointed to the station of Battala-

gundu, and will do what they can to supply the loss of Mr. and
Mrs. Chandler.
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The same kind Providence which has watched over us and

our families, has been with our people. They have not indeed

been exempt from sickness and death, but considering the ravages

of fever and cholera in the district within the year, they have

not suffered to any unusual degree. In many parts of the district

fever has been more than ordinarily prevalent, and in some has

proved exceedingly fatal. In one village, where we have a

congregation, a population of 1760 was decimated in five months

by fever and cholera. The people pointed out to the missionary

ninety new made graves as the work of cholera alone. Of 607

1

members of the congregations, reported last year, 1 30 have died

—or one in forty-seven, including children. Of 1012 members
of the church 25 have died—or one in forty adults.

The native pastors have been preserved and their families, and

we believe are generally happy in their work. One, Christian

by name, has been added to their number.

Of the 193 catechists and other native assistants six have died

within the year. One of these was an old man who had been
more than forty years in mission service here and elsewhere; one
was a young man recently graduated from the Seminary.

Of many of those who have died we have hope that they died

in the faith, and have inherited the promises. Some met their

end in triumph and have left to us, to their associates and to

their families the memory of their bright example crowned by a
joyful death.

It is proper to speak here of one man who has died, but who,
though a native helper, is not included in the number mentioned
above. This man was a colporter of the American Bible Society,

and went familiarly by the name of “Old Samuel.” He was a

convert under the missionary Rhenius, whose memory he held

in reverence, and of whom he loved to speak. He came to our
Mission from Tinnevelly, and having been connected with the

Mission longer than all but one of the present missionaries, and
having indeed received many of us with his welcome, if not

with a formal blessing, he had come to be regarded as a sort of

patriarch by the missionaries themselves. He was a man of

extravagancies, and of a headstrong will. As an illustration,

no good advice, nor rebuke was sufficient wholly to prevent his

dancing the devil dances of the South before his heathen audi-

ences, in order to show them the folly of such worship. But he
was a man also of prayer, and all his extravagancies and excen-
tricities could not efface from the minds of the Christians and
the heathen their respect for his Christian character.
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We reckon among the blessings to ourselves and to this people

the special favor of God to the American Board in opening the

hearts of Christians to contribute more largely to its funds, and
in allowing it to celebrate its fiftieth anniversary without the

embarrassment of a debt. The largeness of this blessing over-

flows to us in various ways. One of these is the permission to

build comfortable houses in the vicinity of our work. The
missionaries appointed nearly three and a half years ago to

Pulney and Mana Madura are still living thirty miles from those

places, their preparations for building having been interrupted

by the financial disasters in America. The Prudential Commit-
tee, in the belief that the storm would blow over, and perceiving

the urgency of the need, allowed the work in Mana Madura to

be resumed. Within the past few months the work of actual

building has been begun at that place, and the foundation of a
mission house was laid before the rains. And just now, at the

very close of the year, we have heard that permission is granted
to resume the work of erecting a house in Pulney. After our
apprehensions of still further delay, it is grateful to us to hear,

as it must be to the Prudential Committee to speak, the words,

“Go forward.”

We propose now to speak first, of our Field, secondly, of the

Native Churches, thirdly, of tbe Village Congregations, and
fourthly, of Education, and under these heads shall have occa-

sion to say all that we need to say of the missionaries, the

pastors, and the various classes of native helpers.

I. THE FIELD.

Our field has often been spoken of by others and by ourselves

as “the District of Madura.” It is thus spoken of in the letter

of the Deputation. If, however, missionary societies were wont
to lay claim to the countries where their missionaries first set up
the standard of the cross, as the early navigators claimed for

their sovereigns the lands which they discovered, the Society for

the Propagation of the Gospel might properly claim this field as

its own. The missionaries of that Society had been accustomed

to visit this district occasionally from Tanjore and Trichinopoly,

and they even had a few village congregations here before the

establishment of our Mission. But as they have seen that the

American churches were sending hither a more efficient force

than they could bring into the field, they also as well as others,

have not been unwilling to make us the general concession of

the district. We have recently entered into an amicable arrange-
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ment with them, by which we yield what was called the Man-
apparai station in our mission map of 1855, but which about

that time was transferred by the government from the Collec-

torate of Madura to the Collectorate of Trichinopoly, and by
which they yield to us the rest of the district of Madura with the

exception of their Mission in Ramnad, the bounds of which are

definitely described. We had made previous arrangements with

other neighboring Societies. With the exception therefore of

the above mentioned Mission of the Society for the Propagation

of the Gospel in Ramnad and its vicinity, we may say that the

whole of the present district of Madura is by the virtual consent

of Protestant Christendom committed to our trust.

In the matter of drawing boundary lines between missionary

Societies, there is one view which we desire not to overlook,

and which we have urged on the Committee at home—viz : that

a friendly compact for the division of the missionary field carries

with it an implied promise that the portion which falls to us shall

be properly cared for, and that at least it shall not be shut out

from the sound of the Gospel.

The following is the list of stations as at present occupied, or

unoccupied. Some of those marked “unoccupied” are visited

more or less from the nearest occupied stations. Those marked
“in charge” have heretofore had the full care of missionaries,

and are placed in the care of missionaries of other stations as

a temporary arrangement. The stations of Manapparai and
Ramnad have been dropped from the list of 1855, and the name
of the Parttipanur, station has been changed to Mana Madura,
that being the name of the village where the house is to be built.

Battalagundu, Rev. G. T. Washburn, Mrs. Washburn.
Camathy, Unoccupied.
Dindigul, In charge of Mr. White.
Madura ltev. J. Rendall, Mrs. Kendall, Miss Sarah

W. Ashley.

Miina Madura, Rev. W. B. Capron, Mrs. Capron, (at present
residing in Madura and in charge of the
Female Boarding School.)

Mandapasillai, Rev. H. S. Taylor, Mrs. Taylor.
Melur, Rev. T. S. Burnell, Mrs. Burnell.

Nattam, Unoccupied.
Falakanuth, Unoccupied.
Pasumalai, Rev. W. Tracy, Mrs. Tracy.
Periaculam, Rev. J. T. Noyes, Mrs. Noyes.
Pulney, Rev. C. T. White, Mrs. White, (at present

residing in Dindigul.)
Sivaganga In charge of Mr. Capron.
Tirumangalam, Rev. J. Herrick, Mrs. Herrick.
Tirupuvenam, Rev. E. Chester, Mrs. Chester.
Tondy, Unoccupied.
Usulamputty, In charge of Mr. Herrick.
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It is not probable that even in the most favorable circumstances

any one of us will ever visit or even see every village in his

station district. It is possible, however, working with some
system, to send the catechists to every village, and thus as it

were, to put ourselves in communication with every portion of

our field. In this way, while touring to the Christian congrega-
tions, and visiting such heathen villages chiefly as lie within

convenient access, we hold ourselves ready to go to any village,

even the remotest and most inaccessible, where there may be
found any special readiness to listen to the truth.

It is the custom with the missionaries generally to spend the

Sabbath at the station centre, preaching in the church in the

morning, and going out to hold a service with one of the nearest

congregations in the afternoon. At stations where a native

pastor has been found for the church, the missionary is usually

absent from home on the Sabbath. Upon week days the most are

accustomed to go out into the streets of the station village, or to

villages in the vicinity morning and evening, to preach, converse,

and distribute the Scriptures and tracts, or to catechize the

neighboring congregations and schools. All, however, feel that

they are in their most appropriate work in the eight or ten days

per month when they are touring to distant congregations and
schools, and visiting all the heathen villages accessible on the

way, or exploring some new portion of their field, in which to

sow the gospel seed.

H. THE NATIVE CHURCHES.

Among our auxiliaries the first in importance, though the last

to be realized, is the native church. Indeed, when a self sustain-

ing native church, with its pastor and officers, is established in a

village, the missionary’s work for that village and the immediate

region approaches completion.

The number of native churches within the limits of the Mis-

sion is 28, and the number of members now in good standing is

1109. Of these 76 have been added on profession of faith the

past year. No new churches have been formed, but one previ-

ously formed at Caresakulam, in the Mandapasalai station district,

has chosen a pastor, who was ordained in Febuary last. There
are now three pastors within the limits of that station district,

one in the station district of Madura, one in Dindigul, and one in

Periaculam. All are reported to be faithful men, and to have
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apparently the blessing of God upon their labors. Happy the

missionary who has three such co-laborers in his work, or even
one, “a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord.”

It was said in judgment by the prophet, “And there shall be
like people like priest.” In quite another sense we rejoice to be
able to say of some of these churches, “like pastors like people.”

The native Christians though often giving us great sorrow by
their contentions and defection and by their failure to appreciate

the spirit of the gospel, do in many other cases give us occasion

to praise and bless God for the wonders of his grace. There
are in almost every station private Christians, by whose prayers

the missionary feels himself sustained in his work. Almost all

the missionaries also report one, two, or more Christians, not in

mission service, who seem to make it their business to spread

the knowledge of the gospel. In some cases the heathen bear

voluntary testimony to the truthfulness of Christians, and their

peacefulness, and especially they often speak of their observance

of the sabbath. The Christians are improving to some extent in

their worldly circumstances, but whether in this respect they

more than keep pace with the general progress of the country

is a question.

It is very encouraging that the members of the church to some
extent, and still more the pastors and the catechists, are waking
up to the need of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Through
the missionaries, and from a small tract prepared for the purpose,

they learned a few facts in regard to the revival in America.
They have since heard more or less of the work in great Britain,

Sweden, &c., and now, as it were, the fact is brought to their

very doors by the display of divine grace the past year in Tinne-
velly. This last influence is the more manifest because half of

all the members of the churches are to be found in those stations

which border on Tinnevelly. While we cannot say that we have
seen as yet any evidence of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon
our field at all referable to the recent revival in Tinnevelly, we
may speak of an awakened interest in the subject, and of an
attitude of expectation; and we may refer also with gratitude to

evidence of the occasional presence of the Spirit in more marked
cases of conviction of sin and of conversion.

The week of pi^ayer in January last, proposed by the Lodiana
Mission, was observed among us with much interest.

The day of the self support of our chui’ches, though perhaps

distant, is yet approaching. The contributions of the people

for the erection of prayer-houses and school-houses, the support

of the pastors and the support of the poor, are annually increas-
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ing. The total of native contributions for these objects, as

reported in 1859 was Rupees 665- 13-1. A still larger sum
was contributed in 1860 without taking into account the special

offering on the occasion of the Jubilee of the American Board.

The whole amount of contributions reported for 1860 is Rupees
1111-14-2.

The proposal for a Jubilee offering was met with a general

good will. Several catechists, and among them one who had a

family of eight dependent on him, gave a month’s wages. One
gave a tenth of his wages for the year. One pastor gave ten

Rs. One man gave a cow. In one village the people subscribed

for every member of their families down to the infant children.

One graduate of the Seminary wrote to his more fortunate

classmates who were receiving high salaries in the service of

the government and obtained from one Rs. 30, and from another

Rs. 120 for this object, while the accompanying letter to Mr.
Tracy was worth at least an equal amount for its grateful remin-

iscences of his instruction and its appreciation of the good done

to them by the Christians of America. In seven instances which
have come to our knowledge the heathen caught the spirit and

gave. May the Lord reward them. In order to swell the

amount still more the little benevolent societies voted various

sums from the accummulations of previous contributions. The
whole amount thus raised as a Jubilee offering from native

sources alone is Rs. 779-2. All this is very gratifying as

indicating the approach of the time when the people will have

the means and the disposition to sustain among themselves the

institutions of the gospel.

We may mention here a very important auxiliary to this work
called the Native Evangelical Society. Formerly this society

supported catechists in different places, and under many dis-

couragements, directed its efforts mainly to preaching the gospel to

the heathen. Within a few years, however, since the ordination

of native pastors, it has changed its plans, and has now become
auxiliary to the native churches in the support of their pastors.

It is under excellent management and secures the active support

of nearly all our helpers, and to a considerable extent of the

churches and congregations. Some of our catechists give to it

a certain proportion of every month’s wages, while in many
places, and especially at the station centres, monthly contributions

are taken up for this object. The receipts of the Society for the

last year were Rs. 321-1-10, an amount nearly sufficient to

support four of the native pastors, or rather to make up what is

lacking in the contributions of the churches for their support.

In this society we have not simply the germ of a Home Mission-

13
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ary Society, but a Home Missionary Society already working
efficiently toward its great object, the evangelization of this

district, and capable of enlarging its operations to any extent.

While speaking of the churches it is important to mention that

we have at all our station centres but one, Sunday Schools con-

ducted much like Sunday Schools in America.

III. VILLAGE CONGREGATIONS.

The term Village Congregation indicates a number of men or

families who are so far convinced of the truth of the Christian

religion that they are willing to place themselves under Christian

instruction, in some degree, at least, and to conform to Christian

habits. There is much variation in respect to the size of con-

gregations, and it may therefore occur that in one station a

congregation would be reckoned which would not be reckoned

in another station, or an old congregation may have fallen below
the number which would be thought necessary to form a new
one. The present average number of the members of the con-

gregations is 44. If convenient a catechist is usually placed

with the congregation, to instruct the members in the Scriptures

and in Catechisms, and if there are ten children of suitable age

they are gathered into a village school.

In former years congregations became connected with the

Mission from very various motives, and generally of a more or

less worldly character. Sometimes it was the hope of obtaining

a loan, or a present of money ; sometimes of interposition in

their behalf before the magistrate, or the civil courts. Often the

motive did not come out till the congregation had been received.

Sometimes, and perhaps the more frequently, it was the hope of

obtaining for one of their own number the wages of reader or

schoolmaster to the congregation. All these things have been

the cause of large defections. Especially in the station district

of Sivaganga large and once flourishing congregations have thus

died out root and branch. It may be that defection is to go on

there and elsewhere to some degree, but our plans are now better

understood by the people, and they therefore come to us if they

come at all, more intelligently. Our plans have also been modified

to a considerable degree. We are now more cautious in receiving

congregations. We urge them to contribute toward the building

of the prayer-house or school- house, and we generally decline to
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appoint one of their own number even to the post of school-

master. Only one in six of the present mission helpers is em-
ployed in his native village.

The congregations are visited by the missionaries on an
average once in two months, and are usually examined as to

their progress in the Catechisms, in Bible History, and in read-

ing. Twenty-four men and women are reported as having
learned to read within the year. The total number of adults

who are able to read is 798. Of these 161 are women.

The Mission has been urging the subject upon its helpers of

teaching their wives to read, or if unmarried, of marrying only

educated wives. It may be well to put the present statistics on
record here for future reference.

Helpers wives who can read the Testament, 86
Have learned to read since they were married, 10
Cannot read 69

About two thirds of the last are reported as learning to read.

With the exception of one notable case of persecution the

native congregations have usually been left at peace by their

heathen neighbors. There have been occasional disturbances,

and many petty annoyances arise, but little to what might be
expected when we reflect that there is not a village in the

district where the heathen influence does not decidedly prepon-

derate over the influence of the Christians.

IV. EDUCATION.

In the early history of the Mission a very extended system of

schools was established and was sustained at a heavy expense.

There were free schools for the heathen, generally with heathen

masters, boarding schools at different stations, and an English

school in Madura. The change which has been made in our

plans will be best indicated by stating briefly our present plans.

These are

:

1. Village schools for the Christians wherever ten Christian

children can be found to attend. Into these heathen children are

freely admitted.

2. Day schools at the station centres, whether there are ten

Christian children or not. Heathen children are freely admitted

and often form the majority. These schools are generally under

the superintendence of the missionary ladies.
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3. A Female Boarding School in Madura, intended to raise up

wives for the pastors, and mission helpers, and the intelligent

lay members of the church, and, to a limited extent, to supply

teachers for the village and station schools-.

4. A Seminary, intended for the education of pastors, catechists

and teachers. For the latter we hope soon to establish a Normal
school department, with a model school, &c., accompanying.

5. Instruction to be given only by Christian teachers.

6. Instruction only in the vernacular.

1 . Village Schools.

The statistics of our village schools show that we are still in a

transition state. Six years after the adoption of the principle of

schools for Christian children, and after fixing upon ten as a fair

minimum of scholars, the average of Christian scholars through

tho schools of the Mission is only 9^, while the average attend-

ance is probably not more than six.

The obstacles presented by the parents to the education of their

children are many, and only the most strenuous efforts on the

part of the missionary, in the way of frequent visits, and thorough

examinations can secure a tolerable attendance on the daily ex-

ercies of the schools. Again the general average of Christian

scholars through the Mission is kept down by a few old schools

which are continued because they are of long standing, and it

does not seem well to retreat. We should not establish new
schools in localities of so little hopefulness. Schools are also

kept up where there are less than ten Christian scholars in at-

tendance, because there are more than that number in the con-

gregation who ought to attend. Our schools also suffer more or

less from the desire of the people and especially of our English
speaking helpers to give their children an English education.

With this desire the children are sometimes taken out of the

schools at an early age to be sent to the government schools, or to

the English schools of other missions.

The last obstacle which we would mention to the progress of

our schools, but the easiest to be remedied, is the want of com-
petent teachers. If we would have good schools we must make
the position of schoolmaster respected by training better men
and giving them adequate wages. We hope much from the
proposed Normal School. It certainly must furnish a supply of
better trained teachers. We trust it will also act indirectly to

remedy the evils before mentioned—that it will break up the
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indifference of parents by showing, even to their inadequate

comprehension, the advantages of educating their children, and
that it will diminish the craving for the English language by
awakening in the minds of the people a new respect for their

vernacular tongue.

While the mind of the Christian world is waking up more and
more to the importance of educating the people in their own
language, and while men like Dr. Duff, are confessing their

disappointment as to the results of education of the natives in

English for missionary purposes, and only insisting on its value

for the native ministry in large cities, it is not for us who are

happily far removed from the influence of large cities, and whose
work is among a rural population to give a moment’s thought in

the education of the natives to anything but the vernacular. We
must be right in expecting the great blessings of good education

and of a Christian literature to come to the people through their

own tongue, and the less we dally with English on the way the

sooner we shall come to the expected end.

We have also in this work some most valuable auxiliaries.

Not to mention the Bible and Tract Societies, which have stood

by us from the first, we have the Christian Vernacular Educa-
tion Society for India, which has taken up the work of its pre-

decessor, the South India Christian School Book Society, in the

preparation of a Christian literature for the country, while it is

bending its thoughts also to a new and great work—the promotion
of Normal Schools for native teachers.

If the present condition of many of our schools is discouraging,

and even humiliating, let us take heart and look and strive

earnestly for a better future.

2. The Female Boarding School.

Until within six years the pupils of the Female Boarding
School were retained in school till they were married ; but the

plan was then adopted which has since been acted on, of having

a regular course of studies, and regular periods for graduation.

Under this plan one class of three, and one of eight pupils have
already graduated, while eight more will be prepared to graduate

in March 1861. The period ordinarily required for the course is

six years, the school being divided into three classes, and two
years allowed for the studies of each class. Scholars may, how-
ever, enter an advanced class, and thus shorten the course, or

they may come, as many do, and enjoy the advantages of the

school for one, two, or three years, without any reference to

graduation.
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The Course of Studies is as follows.

Reading.
Bible History.
Mental Arithmetic.
Geography.
The Catechism.

First Class. Geography, with the use of Maps
History of India.

The Catechism.

Third. Class.

Reading.
Writing.
The Bible.

Second Class.

The Bible.

Written Arithmetic.
Ancient History.

Tamil Grammar.
Tamil Composition.
The Catechism.

Written Arithmetic.

The Catechism is an excellent compend of divinity, with per-

tinent proof texts, prepared by Rev. H. M. Scudder, and it is

thoroughly and repeatedly committed to memory.

The teachers are one well educated native, and one girl, herself

educated in the school. There is an excellent native woman
connected with the school as matron. The scholars are taught

needlework, and the annual profits of their work are sufficient to

pay the board of from two to three girls who could not otherwise

be received to the privileges of the school. They also do for the

most part the cooking and other necessary work of the establish-

ment except the washing.

The general superintendence of the school, with instruction in

particular branches, the charge of the sewing class, the almost

hourly watching over the good order of the institution, with the

care of the moral training of the pupils, are shared by Mrs.
Capron, and Miss Ashley.

The school girls have kept up with but little intermission their

noonday prayer meeting for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

Within the year three pupils have been admitted to the church.

The Mission is rich in the possession of an institution most

excellently adapted to train up native helpers for the work. Its

location, its buildings and apparatus, its corps of teachers, its

pervading spirit leave but one great thing to be desii'ed for it

—

that blessing which we look and wait for every where in our

work, the abundant showers of divine grace.

The Seminary was formerly supplied from the Boarding schools,

and might have been expected to suffer when that supply was
cut. off. The station and village schools, however, have proved

3. The Seminary.
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themselves adequate to this work. In June last they sent thirty

one candidates for admission to the seminary, of whom sixteen

were received on the ground of success in examination. The
result has proved that the seminary will not lack a supply of

bright lads, if it continue to take classes from this source, while

the reflex influence of the examinations will operate favorably on
the station and village schools.

A class of nine students graduated in Marcli—the last of those

who have received much instruction in English. They were all

taken at once into mission employ, but one has since been called

to his final account.

A class of catechists also left the seminary in March, to return

to their various stations, and a new class of catechists was re-

ceived in June.

The Seminary proposes,

1. For regular graduates a course of five years.

2. A shorter course for older pupils.

3. For classes of catechists, coming to the institution for a
year’s study, a selection from the studies of the regular course.

4. It furnishes an excellent opportunity, with a little addition-

al expense, to try the experiment of a Normal school—the pupils

going into the regular classes of the Seminary as far as possible,

but receiving special training in the art of teaching.

The Course of Studies is as follows.

First year.

The Bible. 0. T.

Fourth year.

Arithmetic.
Grammar.
Geography.

Geography, do.

Arithmetic. do.

Grammar. do.

Tamil Classics.

Second year.

The Bible, continued.

The Bible, continued.
Algebra, do.

Grammar, do.

Tamil Classics, do.

Church History.

Evidences of Christianity.

Moral Science.

Natural Philosophy.

Fifth year.

The Bible. N. T.
Algebra.
Grammar.
Tamil Classics.

History of India.

History of England.
Evidences of Christianity.

Bible Geography.

Third year.

The Bible, continued.

Geometry.
General History.

Natural Theology.
Dogmatic Theology.
Catechetical and Pastoral duties.

Homiletics.

Penmanship and Composition and ex-

ercises in Reading and Elocution
throughout the whole course.
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In respect to the religious influence of the institution Mr.

Tracy writes, “The state of religious feeling has been various.

At times we have had occasion to mourn over much coldness in

the church and much indifference among the impenitent scholars ;

and at other times we have been cheered with evidence that the

Holy Spirit was present with his quickening and sanctifying

influences. During a day of fasting and prayer held in October

much feeling was manifested, and the good influences of the day

are manifest to the present time.

“Besides their regular duties in the seminary the teachers and
scholars have done much in the way of Scripture and tract dis-

tribution among the people. The crowded festivals held repeated-

ly during the year in our immediate neighborhood afford many
facilities for such a work. The distribution at these festivals

and during vacations has been unusually large the present year.”

V. DISTRIBUTION OF THE SCRIPTURES AND TRACTS.

Our gratitude is due, as always, to the Bible and Tract Socie-

ties for furnishing us all needed means for the distribution of the

Scriptures and of religious books and tracts. A much larger

number of tracts has been distributed than in former years. As
illustrations of the good accomplished by these means, one mis-

sionary reports that one man and two women were probably

converted by hearing the Bible read. Another mentions the

case of a Brahmin who “is spoken of by the heathen as being
inclined to the Christian religion,” and who on one occasion

wrote over his door in Telugu, “Jehovah is the true God,
and him alone I worship.”

We have never made much effort to sell books to the people

—

other than school books, but a neat little almanac being printed

last year by Mr. Hunt, with reference to an extensive sale, we
disposed of 3361 copies at two pies each.

VI. THE DISPENSARY.

The Dispensary has been as formerly under the care of the
native dresser, Mr. Henry S. Cheeseman. 3497 patients have
come for medicine within the past year, and have had the
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opportunity of hearing also, from the missionary or a catechist,

the prescription of the great Physician for the sin-sick and

ruined soul.

CONCLUSION.

The last year, as often before, we expressed an earnest desire

that a mission physician should be sent us from America. It

has given us great pleasure to hear within the year that Dr.

Green, formerly of the American Ceylon Mission, was available

for, and had been appointed to our Mission. Known personally

to some of our number, and by reputation to all, and known to

be interested in our work as a Mission, we rejoice in the antici-

pation of his coming among us.

Those of us who reside in Madura and its immediate vicinity,

have every reason to be satisfied with and grateful for the skillful

and kind attention of the Government Surgeon, Dr. Wilson, and
we have had more than usual occasion for medical advice the

past year. It is also true that Providence has cared for those

most remote from Madura, and even in cases of sudden and
dangerous sickness has not suffered any to fall. Still it is im-
possible for the most of our circle to look to Madura for medical

aid in cases of emergency, and though our Heavenly Father has
spared us hitherto it seems presumption to continue to omit the

most natural and ordinary precaution for our safety. We hope
that nothing will prevent the coming of Dr. Green.

We allude often in our letters and reports and still more often

in our prayers to the need of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

We are waiting for this blessing. “I wait for the Lord,” says

the Psalmist, “my soul doth wait, and in his word do I hope.

My soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch for the

morning : I say more than they that watch for the morning.”
And he adds joyfully, “Let Israel hope in the Lord; for with
the Lord is mercy and with him is plenteous redemption.”

The last report closed with these words, “And why may not
such a work of grace be looked for here, as well as in America,
Ireland, Scotland or Wales? Surely God is ready at all times,

and in all places to hear prayer, when offered with earnestness of

desire and in faith. May he incline our friends to pray thus in

our behalf at the present time. May he hear their prayers and
pour out his Spirit in this district, as, in answer to the prayers of

his children, he is pouring it out in so many other places ! Then
c
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shall we be able when the period returns for a repetiton of the

inquiry, ‘ What of the night,’ to respond, with a significance

never before possible, ‘ The morning cometh.’
”

“The morning cometh !” Within the past year the watchmen
upon the towers beyond us have seen signs of the coming day,

and have shouted the glad words along to us. The Lord has

graciously appeared by the influences of his Spirit in North
Tinnevelly, and many souls have been turned unto the Saviour.

The same blessing appears now to be descending upon Jaffna.

Just now also, at the very close of the year, our eyes caught a

gleam of light in our own horizon. It must be the dawn. The
church in Malankinaru on our Southern border, one of the

largest in our Mission, and upon the whole the most enthusiastic

and the most satisfactory in spirit, and the nearest to the revival

scenes in Tinnevelly, is witnessing the first indications of an
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Men at variance have met and
wept together in prayer : others have'.been convicted of sin and
one or two have found joy in believing.

Let the brother who expressed the earnest wish quoted above,

close this report also by a few words penned in a note on return-

ing from a visit to that village, “I have never since leaving

America been so much reminded of revival scenes witnessed

there long ago. May a great work be wrought there, and may
it extend widely. Pray for the catechist and people.”
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TABLE IV.

SEMINARY AT PASUMALAI
Teachers, 4

Students from Christian Families,... ... 52

Do. from Heathen Families, ... ... 0
Do. in full course, ... 40
Do. in Partial course, 12

Catechists, 9

Total 61

Received in I860, 16
Left in 1860, 13
Catechists received in 1860, 9

Do. left in 1860, 9

Left from the beginning, ... ... ... 211
In Mission service from the beginning, ...137

Now in Mission service, 87

TABLE V.

FEMALE BOARDING SCHOOL AT MADURA.
Teachers, 2
Scholars from Christian Families, 54

Do. from Heathen Families 0
Total 54
Received in 1860 7

Left in 1860, ... 6
Died, 1

DONATIONS.

The following donations are thankfully acknowledged.

For repair of the Church at Kodi Kanal.

ns. a. p.

R. R. Cotton, Esq 100 0 0
A. R. Phillips, Esq 20 0 0
R. Wilson, m. d 20 0 0
H. S. Thomas, Esq. ... 20 0 0

For the Female

R. R. Cotton, Esq. ...

D. W. Graham, Esq. ...

R. Wilson, sr. d.

H. Ames, Esq. ...

Lieut. G. M. Cox, ...

Boarding School.

24 0 0
20 0 0
10 0 0

... per month 2 0 0
Do. 2 0 0










